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for the adult population. Once a month the class teacher is
expected to visit the homes of the younger pupils. At school they
must be present at parents5 group discussions on the care and
upbringing of children, discussions which are particularly
common in nursery-infant schools. The Soviet teacher has to
spend much more time writing up notes of lessons than his
British colleague. Very detailed records of the pupils' progress,
psychological and social as well as intellectual, have to be kept.
Much of this written recording will disappear when the Soviet
teacher becomes experienced. At present all these extra activities
make severe demands on the Soviet teacher. Without a doubt
he is overworked, but it is inevitable during the present period.
The great advantage the Soviet teacher has over those of any
other country lies in the relationship between the body of
teachers and other groups in the community. They do not have
to spend the energies which should go to the improvement of
their profession or the enjoyment of leisure in fighting for their
economic rights or for the rights of children, or for the improve-
ment of their social status. The Soviet teachers do not regard
Government departments as their natural enemies; they do not
live in an atmosphere of hostility, either economic or sex. On
the contrary, they are surrounded by an atmosphere of friend-
liness and co-operation. They are at one with each other and
with the rest of the community. This, as every Soviet teacher
informs the visitor, goes far to compensate for the strain of too
much work, for the lack of those comforts which his colleagues
in other countries take as a matter of course. There is no reason
to question the teachers' belief that in a comparatively few
years* time the position of the teacher in the ILS.S.R. will be
better than that of the teachers in any other country.
The teacher works five days and has the sixth day off in urban
schools, and works six days with the seventh day off in rural
schools. Besides this there are three days—anniversaries of the
October Revolution Lenin's death, and May Day—which are
universal holidays. In the summer the primary schools, as stated
before, close on May 15th and the secondary schools at the end

